
 בס"ד 

 

Behar-Bechukosai - The Real World Is G-d's World 
The land of Israel was divided among the Jewish people as an eternal inheritance.  Each family received 

their own portion of the land, and it was passed down from one generation to the next.  The Torah instructs us 

that even if lands are sold, the lands should return to their ancestral inheritance in the Jubilee year.  

Furthermore, even before the Jubilee, a relative has a right to come and redeem the field. 

Rash”i quotes a Medrash Toras Kohanim which adds that the language of the Torah takes this even 

further.  When describing the situation where one has sold his property, the Torah writes, “When your brother 

becomes destitute and sells of his inheritance” (Vayikra 25:25).  The Torah is telling us that one is not allowed to 

sell his land unless he is poor and needs the money.  In addition, even when he needs the money, he can only 

sell “of his property” not all of his property.  He has to keep some for himself. 

The Tzeidah Laderech (ibid.) notes that when Rash”i quotes this Medrash he slightly changes the 

message.  Instead of saying that one is forbidden to sell all of his property at once, Rash”i says, “Of his property, 

and not his entire property, the Torah is teaching  derech eretz (literally, the way of the land) that one should 

retain a field for himself.”  The Tzeidah Laderech quotes the actual words of the Medrash: 

“One might think that he could have sold all of his property at once, the Torah teaches, ‘of his 

inheritance’ and not his entire inheritance.  Rabi Elazar ben Azaryah said, ‘If we find regarding G-d, 

that one is not allowed to consecrate all of his properties at once (to the Temple), how much more so 

(when selling to another human being) is a person obligated to care about his property.”  

Based on this he asks two questions on Rash”i.  First of all, why didn’t Rash”i say that this is an obligation, 

the way the Toras Kohanim says it?  Second, the Medrash only discussed the laws of inheritance, and did not 

make any mention of proper conduct.  Where did Rash”i learn this lesson of derech eretz from?   

He explains that Rash”i understood that the obligation to keep a field for himself could not be an actual 

obligation in the standard sense.  The Torah has already taught us that one is only allowed to sell his property if 

he is destitute and in desperate need of funds.  How can we be obligating him to keep a field for himself, if he is 

only selling the land because he is destitute?  Surely, we are not telling him that he has to keep his field when he 

doesn’t have money for food.  Rash”i, therefore, understood that this Medrash is referring to a “law” of derech 

eretz, and not a biblical law.  It is the “law” of normal human psychology and healthy human conduct to keep a 

field for oneself, if possible, even when he is in need of cash.  We should learn from here that anytime one needs 

to sell his assets, he should keep a source of income for himself, if possible. 

This understanding of the Medrash is very difficult to put into the actual words of the Medrash.  The 

Medrash clearly states that there is an obligation to care about his property and not sell it all at once.  How can 

Rash”i say that means derech eretz  and not an obligation? 

In the language of the Rabbis, the word “obligation” can be used in different contexts.  Sometimes an 

obligation can refer to a moral or philosophical obligation, where a person is technically allowed to do otherwise.  

Obligation, in this sense, means the right way to act or what a person should do.  Rash”i is calling this type of 

obligation, derech eretz, or the way of the land.  G-d created a world where we need to work to achieve our basic 

human needs.  It is, therefore, wise to plan ahead when selling his land, and keep some for himself.  In other 

words, the Torah is instructing us here to recognize the reality of the way this world functions, and to act 

accordingly.  The “real world” is in fact G-d’s world.  He created it the way it is and wants us to respect the reality 

He created.  Respecting the realities G-d has created and planning accordingly is part of serving G-d. 
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